
INTRODUCTION
Why Does the 30 th Anniversary of  the CRC Matter? 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is the most widely ratified human rights treaty in 
history, and in the 30 years since its adoption, it has helped to transform children’s lives. It has 
inspired Governments to change laws and policies and make investments so that more children 
finally get the healthcare and nutrition they need to survive and develop; fewer children are 
forced to leave school, to do hazardous work, or to get married and there are better systems to 
protect children from violence and exploitation. It has also enabled more children to have a voice 
and participate in their societies. 

Despite this progress, the CRC is still not fully implemented or widely known and understood. And 
today, too many childhoods are cut short when children are subjected to discrimination, suffer 
online abuse and exploitation, or are robbed of their childhoods by conflict and violence. As 
childhoods continue to change, here is a pressing need to refresh the relevance and urgency 
around implementing the CRC for the 21st century. In 2019 we have a chance to increase action 
and results for children. UNICEF is determined to make the most of this opportunity to accelerate 
progress on child rights implementation, so that for every child, every right is fulfilled, now and 
for generations to come. 

4

©
 U

NI
CE

F/
UN

02
78

45
8/

He
rw

ig



INTRODUCTION

Since 1989, when UNICEF was named in the text of the CRC, upholding the convention and 
advocating for the fulfillment of child rights has been at the heart of our mandate. For 30 years, 
we have been a recognized authority on child rights and we are respected for our expertise in 
translating the principles of child rights into real results for children. In 2019, we are reaffirming 
our commitment to our mandate, both internally, and externally. The anniversary offers a chance 
to express UNICEF’s core values and identity as a child rights organization.

UNICEF offices around the world are marking the CRC30 with activities throughout the year, 
engaging children and youth, engaging the public, advocating for national commitments to action 
on child rights and, organizing national summits for children.  Every single office is encouraged to 
be brave and bold, and seize this opportunity to advocate on critical child rights issues in their 
country, even if the issues are difficult. The yearlong CRC30 initiative will culminate on UNICEF 
World Children’s Day - celebrated annually on 20 November, when children and young people 
‘takeover’ and call on leaders to fulfil their commitments and take action to fulfil child rights. 
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UNICEF and the CRC

2019: A Year of  Act ion for Chi ld Rights 

This Guidance is designed to support UNICEF offices to plan, prepare and launch national CRC30 
strategies, including national advocacy and summits for children, and public engagement. 
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